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career, and especially remembering the part played by Lord
Northcliffe in elevating him to the Premiership, some of
the diatribes of those days make very amusing reading*
" He is as reckless in Government as he was in Opposition/1
declared the Daily Mail, " talking always of things which
he does not understand, and declaiming against institutions
of which he does not know the history*    If we needed
another proof that the demagogue is unfit to take part in
the administration of the country, here it is ready to our
hand/'   On another occasion, the same newspaper ventured
upon a prophecy; " Since he has been at the Board of
Trade he has not had time, even if he had the ability, to
think*   The exaltation of office has been too great.   No-
body in the country knows less concerning the policy of
his Government than Mr* Lloyd George, and, in a facile
stream of chatter, knowledge, judgment, and dignity are
all submerged.   That he will ever enter a Cabinet again
is unlikely: and when his political career comes to a lusty
end, it will be found that it was the great moment of
his life when, disguised in the respectable uniform of a
policeman, he fled before the foolish mob which thought it
worth while to silence his traitorous speech/'   For those
who only remember the enormously popular Lloyd George
of the concluding year of the Great War, or who have only
known the much-abused, yet nationally-petted statesman
in the retirement of more recent times, it must be hard to
realise that, from 1906 to 1914, he was far and away the
most hated figure in British politics, daily bespattered with
newspaper venom, the target for incessant bombardment
on Conservative platforms, the symbol, for large masses
of the community, of red ruin and civil strife.   Yet it is
only fair to state that the leaders of the Conservative
Party* however much they may have deprecated his un-
brielied use of invective, and his attacks upon so many of